VOCABULARY

American English vs British English

Ameri can Word Britons Say

A

Acet ani nophen Par acet anol

Al um num Al um ni um

Aneri cans Yanks

Apart nment Fl at

Apart ment house Bl ock of flats
Appoi nt nent Book Di ary

Argentina The Argentine
Argentinian Argentine

Ar gumrent Row, argy- bargy

B

Baby Carri age Pram

Babysitter M nder

Backpack Rucksack

Badger Brock

Baked Pot ato Jacket potato
Bandai d El ast opl ast (both brand name bandages)
Bangs Fringe

Bar Pub

Barrette Slide

Baseboar d Skirting-board

Bat hr oom Loo, Water closet, WC
Battery (car) Accurul at or

Beef extract Bovril (brand nane)
Bl eachers Terrace

Bobby pin Hair pin



Bodyguard
Boots (rubber)
Boss

Boy

Broccoli rabe

But t ocks

C

Cabbage and potato
Cafeteria

Cal |

Can

Car pent er
Carried away
Chat (noun)

Chat (verb)
Checki ng account
Check (‘bank)
Check (restaurant)
Cl assy

Conforter

Condom

Conduct or

Cooki e

Cot ton
Count er cl ockwi se
Cracker

Crazy (person)
Credit

Crotch

Cur at or

Curb

M nder

Wel lies, Wellingtons
Gaffer

Lad

Cal abrese

Bum

Bubbl e and squeak
Ref ectory

Ri ng

Tin

Cabi net Maker, Joi ner
Over the top
Nat t er

Natter, Rabbit
Current account
Cheque

Bill

Uprar ket

Duvet

Sheat h

Guard, clippie (Scotland)
Bi scui t

Cotton woo
Anti cl ockwi se
Savoury biscuit
Nutt er

Hire purchase
Crutch

Keeper

Kerb



D

Dead End
Dessert
Det our

Di aper

Doctor's examroom

Dr opout

Dr unk

Dunp

E

Easy task
Edi tori al
Eggpl ant

El at ed

El ectrician
El evat or
Engl and

Er aser
Exerci se Cl ass
Exhaust ed

Expensi ve

=
Fal |

Faucet
Feebl e- m nded
Fel | ow

Fire (verb)
Fish Store

Fl ashl i ght

Cl ose, Cul de sac

Afters, Pudding

Di versi on
Nappy, Napkin
Sur gery

School | eaver

Bl otto, |egless,

Tip

Doddl e

Leader
Auber gi ne
Over the Moon
Spar ky

Lift

Bl ighty
Rubber

Keep Fit
Knacker ed

Dear

Aut umm

Tap

Dotty

Bl oke, Chap
Sack

Fi shnmonger s

Torch

paral ytic,

pi ssed



Fourt een Pounds
French Fries

Fruit Store

G

Garage sal e
Gar bage Bag
Gar bage Can
Gar bageman
Garter Belt
Gas

Gas heater
Gelatin

G asses

Go away

Gol den rai sins
G ade

Granol a

G ound Beef
Gutter

Guy

H

Ham

Hambur ger bun
Har dwar e store
Heal t hf ood
Heat er (gas)
Heater (electric)
Hedge

Hi ghri se

Hi ghway

Hood

One stone
Chi ps

Fruiterers'

Junmbl e sal e, boot
Bin Iiner

Bi n

Dust man
Suspenders

Pet r ol

Gas fire

Jelly

Bi ns, Specs

Naff off, sod of f
Sul t anas

Form

Muesl i

M nce

Qlly

Bl oke, Chap

Ganmon

Bap

| ronnonger s’
Whol ef ood

Gas fire

El ectric fire
Hedger ow

Tower bl ock

sal e

Carri ageway, Mot orway

Bonnet



Hool i gan Yob, Yobbo

Hor se Chest nut Conker

Hungry Pecki sh

I

I ncl usive All-in
Instruction Tui tion

Interm ssion I nterva

I nterrogate Vet

I nvestigate Vet

J

Jai | Gao

Jelly Jam

Jui ce Concentrate Squash

K

Ker osene Paraffin

L

Ladybug Ladybi rd

Lady's room Ladi es’

Lawyer Barrister, Solicitor
Leash Lead

Lenonade Non- car bonat ed bever age
Li cense plate Nunber plate

Li ke (verb) Fancy

Li ne Queue

Li neup Identity parade
Li quor store Of license

Li ving room Lounge



Mai | (noun or verb)

Mai n street

Men's room

M ddl e of nowhere

Model (of sorts)

Mol asses
Monkey W ench
Mor on

Mot or Honme
Mover

Movi e Theater
Movi ng

Movi ng truck

Muf fl er

N
Nai | polish
Naked

Napki n

Nati onal Hol i day

Nauseous

Ner d

Post
Hi gh str
Gents

Back of

eet

beyond

Page 3 girl

Treacl e
Spanner
Ber k

Car avan
Renpva
Ci nema
Renoval
Renoval

Si | encer

man

van

Nai | varni sh

St arkers

Servi ett

e

Bank Hol i day

Si ck, Seedy

Wal |y

Newcast|l e (person from Geordi e

Newscast er
Not hi ng

Nudi st

Oven

Over pass

P

Paci fi er

Present er

Nought ,

Nat uri st

Cooker

Fl yover

Dumy

bugger-al |



Panti es

Par ka

Par ki ng | ot

Party favor
Pedestri an crossing
Per f ect

Period (in punct.)
Phar maci st

Pi mpl e

Pin

Pl astic Tape

Pl astic wap
Pl easant

Pl eased
Pol i ce Car
Pol i ceman
Pool
Popsi cl e

Pot at o Chi ps
Pr egnant

Pr enat al
Preppi e
Prison
Private schoo
Prom
Propel | er
Push up

Put to sleep

Q
Quarre

Pants, Knickers
Anor ak

Car park
Cracker

Subway

Spot on

Ful |l stop

Chemi st

Spot

Br ooch
Sel | ot ape (brand nane)

A ingfilm(brand nane)
Honel y

Chuf f ed
Panda car
Bobby

Snooker

lce lolly
Crisps

Bun in the oven
Ant enat al

Sl oane Ranger
The nick
Publ i c school
Bal

Air screw
Press up

Put down

Row



R

Rai |l road Tie Sl eeper

Rai ncoat Mac, macki ntosh

Rai se Ri se

Real t or Est at e Agent

Rel i sh Pi ckl e

Rent Hire

Reserve Book

Rest stop Lay- by

Roast Joi nt

Run Ladder

Rut abaga Swede

S

Sandwi ch Butty

Saran Wap Cingfilm(Both are brand nanes)
SATs A-level s (coll ege entrance exans)
Sausage Banger

Sausage & pot atoes Bangers and nash

Scal per Tout

Scot ch Tape Sel l otape (Both are brand nanes)
Sedan Sal oon car

Seedy Downnar ket

Sel | Fl og

Senior Citizen OAP (O d Age Pensioner)

Shoppi ng Bag Carrier bag

Si ck Nauseous

Si debur ns Si deboar ds

Si dewal k Pavenent

Sl ate (noun) Li st of candidates for election
Slate (verb) Designate for action or appointment
S| owpoke Sl owcoach

Sneakers Daps, Trainers, Plimsolls, Punps



Snow Peas
Soccer

Spay

Spoi | ed

Squash

St eal

Stingy

St opper

Street Misician
St upi d

Subway

Super bowl of Soccer

Suspender s

Sweat er

T
Tal k show

Taxi stand
Tenement
Testicles
Thank you

Thi cket

Thunbt ack
Toi | et

Toss

Traffic Circle
Traffic Jam
Trash Bag
Trash Can
Truck

Trunk

Turnip

Mange Tout
Foot bal |
Doct or

O f

Mar r ow

Ni ck, Pinch
Mean

Bung

Busker

Daft, Gornl ess
Under gr ound
FA Cup
Braces

Junper

Chat show
Rank
Housi ng estate
Bol | ocks
Cheers, Ta
Copse
Drawi ng pin
Loo

Bung
Roundabout
Tai | back
Bin |liner
Bi n

Lorry

Boot

Swede



TV

Two Weeks
U
Unbrell a

Under pants (nen's)

Under pants (wonen's)

Under shirt
Unenpl oyed

Unst abl e

\%
Vacati on
Very
Vest
Vice Grl

Vinyl Top (of car)

w
Wi ne
W ne (cheap)

Wrman (attractive)

Y

Yar d

Yard sal e
Year s

You' re Wel come

z
Zee (the letter)
Zi p code

Zucchi ni

Telly

Fort ni ght

Brolly

Y-fronts

Pant s, Knickers
Vest

Redundant

Wonky

Hol i day

Bl oody
Wi st coat
Prostitute

Hood

Vhi nge
Pl onk

Crunpet

Gar den
Junbl e sale
Yonks

[not used in Britain]

Zed
Post al code

Courgette



Top 5 Problem Words

Problem Word In USthisMeans In UK thisMeans

Bomb Big Failure Great Success

Fanny Buttocks Pudendum

Public School State school Private school

Sod Turf Unplegsant person (deriv.
sodomite)

Table Set aside Bring to avote

Next 5 Problem Words

Problem Word In USthisMeans In UK thisMeans
Rudeword for a ,
Fag homosexual man Cigarette
Homely Ugly Pleasant
1. Awaken by knocking on door,
Knock up I mpregnate 2. In tennis, awarm up session,
3. Prepare hastily
Lemonade Non-car bonated beverage |Carbonated beverage
Suspenders Strapsworn to hold up Strap;worn to hold up awoman's
trousers stockings

More Problem Words

Problem Word In USthis Means In UK this Means

Bum Homeless person Buttocks

Knickers Short trousers Woman's
under gar ment

Momentarily In a moment For a moment

Pissed Angry Inebriated

Rubber Condom Eraser

Additional Problem Words

Problem Word In USthisMeans In UK this Means

Corn Maize Wheat or oats

Pot plant Marijuana Potted plant

Randy Man or woman's name Libidinous

Subway Underground railway Under ground walkway
Vest Garment worn over ashirt |Garment worn under a shirt




Supplemental Problem Words

Problem Word In USthisMeans In UK thisMeans
Billion Thousand million Million million (dated)
Firs Floor Street level Onefloor above street level
Jdly Preserve made from fruit Gelatin
and sugar
Robin ;Oa;%g bird; symbol of | g\ajjer bird; symbal of Christmas
Sick Unwdll Nauseated

I ncremental Problem Words

Problem Word In USthis Means In UK thisMeans

Enjoin Prohibit Require
1. Sausage patty,

Faggot E;gis\’;g[&f?r: ;rl] 2. Sticks of wood tied together and
used to sart afire

Par affin Candlewax Oil digtilled from petroleum or shale
(US, kerosene)

Presently Now Soon

Slate List of candidates Criticize

Transcendental Problem Words

Problem Word In USthisMeans In UK thisMeans

Cot Small, collapsible bed Small bed for a baby (US, crib)

Jumper Sleevelessdressworn Knitted pullover (US, sweater)
over ablouse

Pavement Paved surface of a road Paved walkway besdearoad (US

sidewalk)

Exclamation used to

Poof expressthat something Rudeword for a homosexual man
has happened suddenly
or magically

Revise Correct or update Review




Existential Problem Words

Problem Word In USthisMeans In UK thisMeans
. Non-alcoholic beverage ,

Cider made from apples Alcoholic beverage made from apples

IngdeLane Ir_;ande nearest center of Lanenearest side of road
L oose-fitting trousers 1

Overalls with a bib front and Cro;tegtkcel g,t{:i garment worn to
shoulder straps P

Semi Tractor-trailer Semi-detached house

Stuffed Full from overeating Part of arude expression: " Get

stuffed!"

Preferential Problem Words

Problem Word In US this Means In UK thisMeans
Braces Wiredeviceworn to Strapsworn to hold up trousers (US,
straighten teeth suspenders)
Plot of land used to .
Garden cultivate flowersor Plot of grass adjacent to a house (US,
yard)
vegetables
Hump \(/\\/ftliwl gar slang) Have sex Carry a heavy abject
City digtrict, for electoral
Precinct or police administration Pedestrian shopping area
pur poses
Wash up Wash hands and face Wash dishes after a meal

Even More Problem Words

Problem Word In USthis Means In UK thisMeans
Person yvhosejob isto plan the Person whosejob isto paint
Decorator de(_:oratlonsfor homes and homes and offices
offices
Haberdashery Men's clothing Sewing supplies
Ham Large basket for dirty clothing Large basket for food (picnic
per
(clothes hamper) hamper)
In the game of football, a person
Punter who performsa Kick in w_hich Customer or gambler
the ball isdropped and kicked
beforeit reaches the ground
Tick Off Make angry Reprimand




